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Mumuye language 


Mumuye is by far the most populous of the Adamawa languages. It 
is spoken in northeastern Nigeria. It is classified in the Leko- 
Nimbari branch of Savanna languages, as Adamawa is no longer 
considered a valid family. According to Ethnologue, there are 
multiple dialects: Zinna, Dong, Yoro, Lankaviri, Gola (Bajama), 
Gongla, Kasaa, Saawa, Jalingo, Nyaaja, Jeng, Gnoore, Yaa, Sagbee, 
Shaari, Kugong, Mang, Kwaji, Meeka, Yakoko. 
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Phonology 


The Mumuye dialect of the town of Zing has the following 
inventory: 


Zing Mumuye consonants! 3 ] 
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Dialects 


Mumuye dialects and their locations as classified and listed by Shimizu (1979):^ 


Mumuye proper 

































■ North-East Mumuye 

■ Zing group 

■ Gnoore, Jeng 

■ Zing, Mang 

■ Kwaji, Meeka 

■ Yaa 

■ South-West Mumuye 

■ Monkin group 

■ Kugong, Shaari 

■ Sagbee 

■ Pugong group 

■ Kasaa, Yorro 

■ Lankaviri, Diilaa, Saawa, Nyaaja, Jaalingo 


Zing group 

The Zing, or Northeast, group consists of 7 dialects. 

Gnoore is spoken in villages up to 4 km from Jeleng. The main settlement is Gomla (Gongla), also known 
as Gnoore in the local dialect. Gnoore-speaking settlements are Jeleng, Yulong, Koodele?, Kpong, Kokoli, 
Yuguma?, Kpmaapu?, Laanapo?, and Doozolung. 

Jeng is spoken in Dingding, Dondon goori?, Kpmapo (Mapo), and Kwosa (Kwasa) villages, along the 
Sangudu and Dingding Rivers, both of which are tributaries of the Belwa River. 

Zing is spoken in the town of Zing (formerly Zinna) and the settlements of Tunapo, Penyera, Dangbe 
(Dangberin), Bara, and others. 

Mang is spoken in the Mang (Mana / Manang) village group, which consists of the 9 villages of Kurung, 
Dang, Yezongko, Laakpaare, Yesenti, Dogang, Goba, Shongkobo, and Dongkobi. 

Kwaji is spoken in Kwaji Bubule, Kwaji, and Mashiite?, which are villages in Kwaji District. 

Meeka (Mika, Meika) is spoken in the settlements of Meeka, Sabon Garin Meeka, Kozon (Kozang), 
Jassoori (Jasori), Laya (Leya), Korong (Koron), Zangbang?, Nanpan?, and Booli?. It is spoken between the 
Zing-Jalingo road to the northeast and the Kunini River to the southwest. 

Yaa (Yaakoko) is spoken in the settlements of Yaakoko, Doopa (Dopa), Kodnaari (Kondari), Yukwa, and 
Maazan. It is spoken along the Monkin River south of Zing. 


Monkin group 

The Monkin group is spoken to the south of the Zing group. Shimizu (1979) lists 3 dialects. 

Kugong is spoken in the settlements of Kugong Nasaraawo (Guruje), Daafa, Lakuna?, and Dooro?, which 
are located around the peaks of Kugong and Gbole. 



Shaari is spoken in the settlements of Danggong, Boozi, Doobura, Mang, Debangbu, and Dangsheeri, 
which are located to the south of Yukwa on the Monkin-Lama road. 

Sagbee (Monkrn) is spoken in the settlements of Sagbee, Gangkula, Daraara?, and Gbole?. Monkin town is 
located to the northwest of the Sagbee-speaking area. 


Kpugbong group 

The Kpugbong group is spoken in the southwest. 

Kasaa is spoken in the settlements of Kasaa, Lambo, Ngba, Kwazanci, Tassa, Donkun, and Kodin. 
Lankaviri is spoken in Lankaviri. 

Saawa is spoken in and around Saawa (also known as Kpantisaawa or Pantisaawa). 

YDrD is spoken in YDrD settlement. It is claimed to be the original village from which all Mumuye people 
originate from, although hills isolate it geographically from the other Mumuye locations. 

Nyaaja is spoken between the Saawa and Kasaa dialect areas. 

Jaalingo is spoken in and around Jalingo town. 

See also 


■ List of Proto-Mumuye reconstructions (Wiktionary) 
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